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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE REV. JONN BERRIDGE, VICAR OF 
EVERTON, IN ENGLAND, 


Extracted from a Biography originally published in a London Magazine. 


THE Rev. John Berridge’s 
father intended to bring him up 
to agriculture; but God design- 
ed him to occupy a more exalted 
station in society ; and began to 
prepare his mind for it at so early 
a period, that his piety excited the 
attention of all who knew him. 

- But the circumstance to which he 
ascribed his first serious impress- 
ions was singular. Once, as he 
was returning from school, a 
neighboring youth invited him 
into his house, and asked if he 
should read a chapter to him out 
of the Bible. He consented. This 
being, repeated several times, he 
began to feel a secret aversion, 
and would gladly have declined 
accepting these friendly invita- 
tions. But having obtained the 
reputation of being a pious child, 
he was afraid to risk it by a re- 
fusal. 

Qn his return from a fair, where 
he had been to enjoy a holiday, 
he hesitated to pass the door of 
his young neighbor, lest he should 
be accosted as before. The youth, 
howevet, was waiting for him ; 
aad when he approached, renew- 
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ed his nfvitation, and, in addition 
to his former reqnest, asked if 
they shoul gray together. In this 
exereise it was that he began to 
perceive he was not right, or the 
amusements of a fair would not 
have been preferred to the pleas- 
ures of devotion. And such was 
the effect of this interview, that 
not a great while after, he bimself 
adopted a similar practice with 
his §chool-companions. 

At the age of fourteen, God 
was pleased to convince him that 
he was a sinner, and must be born 
again. About this time he left 
sthook and returned to his father, 
with an inteation to apply him- 
self to business. A. tailor who 
was accasionally employed in the 
family, being a man éf strict soz 
briety, and struck with the un- 
common appearances of piety in 
one so young, conversed with him 
On serious subjects, whenever he 
came tothe house on business. 
As opportunities of this nature 
seldom occurred, his love for re- 
ligion induced him to cultivate a 
more intimate acquaintance with 
this man, by going frequently to 
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his house for the purpose of seri- 
ous conversation. His relations, 
at length, suspecting he had too 
much religion, and fearing to 
what it would grow, discovered 
Some inclination to discourage it. 
‘They insinuated, that since his 
attachment was so strong to his 
new companion, he should be 
bound to him in articles of ap- 
prenticeship. 

This threat had not the design- 
ed effect; for so prevalent was 
his bias to reading, prayer, and 
serious discourse, that hefrequent- 
ly repeated his visits. Finding 
this their scheme unsuccessful, 
and conceiving that his predilec- 
tion for reading and religioa 
would entirely unfit him for bu- 
siness, they resolved, though re- 
luctantly, to send him to the wni- 
versity. In this determination, 
which was. perfectly congenial 
with his own inclinations, he most 
readily concurred ; and, after 
previous preparation, entered 
Clare-Hall, October 28, 1734, in 
the nineteenth year of his age. A 
neighbor soon after, meeiing his 
father, and inquiring for his son, 
he jocosely replied, He has gone 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles.— 
This testimony was true. 

Being now in his element, he 
pursued his studies with uncom- 
mon avidity, and made such pro- 
gress in every branch of litera- 
ture, as rendered him in no Te. 
spect inferior to any of his con- 
temporaries.. But as he seemed 
to have known very little of the 
plague of his heart, and less of Je- 
sus Christ, it required more grace 
than he yet possessed to withstand 


the temptations of his situation 


and connexious. Favored with 
a good understanding, — 
by literature, and possessing 


natural vein of humor, which was 
extremely fascinating, he rose in 
respect; and his acquaintance 
was courted at the university by 
ecclesiastics of superior rank, 
though of wider principles, and 
Jess rigid morals. As evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners, he 
caucht the contagion, and drank 
into the Socinian scheme to such 
degree, as to lose all serious 
impressions, and discontinue pri- 
vate prayer, for the space of ten 
years, a few intervals excepted. 
In these intervals he would weep 
bitterly, reflecting on the sad 
state of his mind, compared with 
what it was when he came tothe 
university ; and would frequent- 
ly say to a fellow-student, now an 
eminent minister in the Estab- 
lishment, O that it were with me 
as in years past ! Conscience, how- 
ever, at length resuming her au- 
thority, he was compelled to re- 
linquish sentiments so derogatory 
to God, and so subversive of ev- 
ery good principle and practice. 
He now discovered, that they 
not only lessened God the Son in 
his esteem, but God the Father 
also; and tended to promote no 
higher a morality than what 
comported with all the maxims 
and pleasures of the present world. 
With the renunciation of his for- 
mer errors, he returned to the 
regular exercise of devctional re- 
ligion, although it was buta small 
remove, if any, from pharisaical. 
Soon after this, he begante 
feel strong inclinations to exer- 
cise his ministry, and according- 
ly, in the year 1749, accepted the 
curacy of Stapleford, near Cam- 
bridge, which he regularly served 
six years from College. His par- 
ishioners were extremely ignorant 
and dissolute, and he was much 
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concerned to do them good. He 
took extraordinary pains, and 
pressed very earnestly upon them 
the necessity of sanctification ; 
but had the mortification to find, 
that they continued as unsanctifi- 
ed as before. There was in- 
deed a little more of the form of 
religion in the parish; but no- 
thing more of the power.” In 
the year 1755, on the 7th of Ju- 
ly, he was admitted to the .vicar- 
age of Fverion, in the gift of 
Clare-Hall, where he continued 
to reside to the end of his life. 
Here again he pressed sanctifica- 
tion and regeneration upon his 
hearers as strenuously as he could, 
but with as little success as be- 
fore. “Nor was it to be won- 
dered at, as his preaching rather 
tended to make them trust to 
themselves as righteous, than to 
depend Bpon Christ for the re- 
mission of sins, threugh faith in 
his bleod. ' 

Having continued for two years 
in this unsuccessful mode of 
preaching, and his inclinations to 
do good continually increasing, 
he began to be discouraged. A 
doubi now arose in his mind, 
whether he was right himself, and 
preached as he ought todo. This 
suggestion he rejected for some 
time with disdain, supposing the 
advantages of his education, 
which he had improved to a high 
degree, could not leave him ig- 
norant respecting the best meth- 
od of instructing his people. ‘Phis 
happened about Christmas, 1757; 
but not being able to repel, tho’ 
he strenuously opposed these se- 
cret misgivings, his mind was 
Wrought to a degree of embar- 
rassment and distress, to which 
he had been hitherto a stranger. 
This, however, had a happy ret 
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fect, asit led him to cry mightily 
to God for direction. The con- 
stant language of his. heart was 
this: Lord, if I am right, keep 
me so; if I am not, make me so ; 
and lead me to the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus.’ Af- 
ter the almost incessant repetition 
of a prayer, so evidently sincere 
and child-like, it is no wonder 
that God would lend a gracious 
ear, which he did, by returning 


him an answer, about ten days 


after, in the following remarka- 
ble manner:—As he sat one 
morning musing upon a text of 
Scripture, these words were, in a 
wonderful manner, Garted into 
his mind, and seemed indeed like 
a voice from Heaven: ‘ Cease 
from thine own works ; only be- 
lieve.” No sooner were these 
words impressed upon his mind, 
than the scales fell from his eyes, 
and he perceived the application. 
Just before this occurrence, he 
was #1 a very unusual calm; but 
now his soul experienced an im- 
mediate tempest. ‘Tears gushed 
forth like a torrent. . He saw the 
rock upon which he had been 
splittmg for near thirty years, by 
endeavoring to blend the law and 
the gospel, and unite Chrirt’s 
righteousness with hisown. Im- 
mediately he began to think up- 
on the words faith and believe, and 


iooking into his Concordance, 


feund them inserted in many suc- 
cessive columns. ‘This surprised 
him to a great degree ; and he 
instantly formed a resolution to 
preach Jesus Christ, and salvation 
by faith. He therefore compos- 
ed several sermons of this de- 
scription, and addressed his hear- 
ers im a manner very unusual, 
and far more pointed than here- 
tolore. 
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Now God began to bless his 
ministry. After he had preach- 
ed in this strain two or three Sab- 
baths, and was ruminating wheth. 
er he was yet right, as he had 
perceived no better effects from 
these than his former discourses, 
one of his parishioners unexpect- 
ediy came to inquire for him. 
Being introduced, ‘*Well, Sarah,” 
said he.—She replied, “ Well! 
not so well, I fear.” “Why, 
what is the matter, Sarah?’ 
“Matter! I don’t know what’s 
the matter! These zxew sermons! 
I find we are all to be lost now! 


I can neither eat, drink, nor. 


sleep! I don’t know what’s to 
become of me!’?—The same 
week came two or three more, 
ona likeerrand. It is easy to 
conceive what relief these visits 
must have afforded his shina, ina 
state of such anxiety and suspense. 
So confirmed was he thereby, in 
the persuasion that his late im- 
pressions were from God, that he 
determined in future tafrow no- 
thing but Jesus Christ, and hin cru- 
cifed. Now he was deeply hum- 
bled, that he should have spent so 
many years of his life to no bet- 
ter purpose than to confirm his 
hearers in theirignorance. There- 
upon, immediately, he burnt all 
his old sermons, and shed a flood 
of tears of joy in their destruc- 
tion. ‘These circumstances a- 
larmed the neighborhood, the 
church quickly became crowded, 
and God gave testimony to the 
word of his grace, in the very 
frequent conviction and conver- 
sion of sinners, 

For several years he continued 
a very rigid Arminian. Nor 
was it by “arguments in debate 
upon the subject ci controversy 
between Armimians and Calvin- 
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ists, but by a iong confinement 
from preaching, occasioned by a 
nervous fever, that he was Jed in- 
to more consistent views of di- 
vine truth; and inthe firm be- 
lief of which he ended his days, 
In this long and severe afiliction, 
the Lord ied him into a path 
which he had not known, and 
taught him many useful lessons 
to which he had been al together 
a stranger. Hitherto he had 
learnt to be an active, but. nota 
pessive servant of the Lord. To 
be Jaid aside in the plentitude of 
his success, was so irritating to 
his nature, that, like, Jonas, his 
heart fretted against the Lord; and 
he wished he had never been 
employed in the work of the 
ministry, To such a pitch of 
criminal exasperation was hecar- 
ried against the government of 
God, tor checking his ministerial 
career, that he could not even 
endure the sight of his Bible, nor 
bear to hear the people sing in 
his adjoining church. But how 
vain is it to lift up the heel a- 
gainst the God of the universe, 
and repine at his wise dispensa- 
tions, especially when subsequent 
experience proves, that they were 
all designed to answer the most 
valuable purposes, in preserving 
from the dangerous elevations of 
popularity, in : fitting for a sphere 
of action equally successful, and 
in leading the mind into more 
enlarged views of the abounding 
grace of the everlasting gospel ! 
These observations were actu- 
ally exemplified in his experi- 
ence; for in this furnace of af- 
Sicinn he became much more. 
acquainted eis the plague of hi 
own heart; was Jed to see that 
the work of God could be carried 
on-without his agency ; and was 
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convinced of the divine sovereign- 
tv in the dispensations of grace, 
and appointments to the sacred 
office. ‘The Lord having in this 
manner humbled his mind to the 
meekness of a lamb, restored him, 
at length, to the full exercise of 
his ministry, with additional im- 
provements in self-acquaintance 
and usefulness in the church of 
God. The Rev. Mr. V , who 
has been in habits of friendship 
with him from their admission in- 
to college, recently, informed us, 
that coming to reside in his neigh- 
borhood, after a lapse of some 
years, on paying him a visit, he 
Was never more surprised, than 
to see the great increase of his un- 
affected humility and sweetness 
of temper, since that aflliction. 

After this event, his connex- 
ions with Christians of the Cal- 
vinistic persuasion were enlarged ; 
and though there were but few 
interchanzes of labor between him 
and Arminian ministers, yet their 
friendship and respect remained 
inviolable. Some time before Mr. 
Whitefield’s death, he made his 
first visit to the Tabernacle in 
London, and continued to renew 
it, every year, to the close of his 
valuable life. 

After this general trait, it may 
not be intrusive on our readers, 
if we subjoin a particular de- 
scription of the characteristic ex- 
cellencies ef this man of God. 

His mental powers were far 
from contemptible. He possess- 
ed a strength cf understanding— 
a- quickness of perception—a 
depth of penetration—a brillian- 
cy of fancy—and a fund of 
prompt wit, beyond most men. 
A vein of innocent humor ran 
through all his public and private 
discourses. This softened, what 
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some might call, the austerity of 
religion, and rendered his com-. 
pany pleasant to people of a less 
serious habit; but what is very 
singular, it never overcame his 
gravity. 

In /earning, he was inferior to 
very few ot the most celebrated 
sons of science and literature at 
the university. His masculine 
ability, his uniform sobriety, and 
long residence at College, were 
favorable to improvement; and 
so insatiable was his thirst for 
knowledge, that from his en- 
trance at Clare-Hall, to his ac- 
ceptance of the vicarage of Ever. 
ton, he regularly studied fifteen 
hours a day. A clergyman, with 
whom he had been in habits of 
friendship about fifty years, lately 
informed us, ** That he was as. 
familiar with the learned Jan- 
guages as he was with his moth- 
er-tongue.”? He also added, 
“that he could be under no 
temptation to court respect by 
itinerant preacuias ; for he mer- 
ited and enjoyed dat in a high 
degree, among all ranks of lite- 
raty professions at the universi- 
ty,?" 

In a friendly epistle to a cler- 
gyman, upon the necessity of Je. 
sus Christ, 1s the follewing pase 
sage :— When I first came to 
the university, I applied diligent- 
ly to my studies, thinking human 
learning anecessary qualification 
for a divine; and that no one 
ought to preach, unless he had’ 
taken up a degree. According- 
ly, I studied the classics, mathe- 
raatics, philesophy, logic, meta- 
physics, and read the works ef 
our most eminent divines. This 
I did for the space of twent 
years, and was all the,while de- 
parting more and more from the 
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53 Siretch of the 1 
truth as it is in Jesus, vainly hop- 
ing to obtain that light and 
knowledge from human “wisdom, 
that could only be had from the 
word of God and prayer.” 

Though he obtained the jast 
reputation of being a learned 
man, and was conversant with 
all the beauties of language, so 
ardent was his desire of doing 
good to his most illiterate hear- 
ers, that he laid aside an affected 
style of elegance, and, from prin- 
ciple, cultivated an easy and fa- 
miliar diction. 

The mode of his pubke ministra- 
tions was emphatically original. 
He evidently cbserved method 
in allhis sermons; but it was une 
hacknied. 

As he rarely allegorized, or 
accommodated the Scriptures, he 
was less liable to mistake their 
meaning. He seldom referred 
to the original text ; but when he 
did, his remarks were pertinent. 
In his discussion of general top- 
ics, his figures were new, his il- 
lustrations apposite, and his ar- 
guments conclusive. His state 
ure was tall, but not awkward ; 
his make was lusty, but not cor- 
pulent; his voice deep but not 
hoarse} strong. but not noisy ; 
his pronunciation was distinct, 
but not broad. In his counte- 
nance there was gravity, without 
grimace. His address was sol- 
mn, but not sour; easv, but not 
€areless ; defiberate, but not 
drawling ; pointed, but not per- 
sonal ; affectionate, but not fawn- 
ing. He would often weep, but 
never whine. His sentences were 
short, but not ambiguous; his 
ideas were collected, but not 
crowded. Upon the whole, his 
manner and person were agreea- 
ble and majestic. But whai trans- 
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cended all the above excellen- 
cies, and gave him such an as- 
cendency in the consciences of 
his numerous hearers, were the 
doctrines he taught, together with 
their abundant influence upon all 
the powers of his mind and trans- 
actions of his life. Deep necessi- 
ty compelled him to embrace and 
preach Jesus Christ; and the 
same necessity led him into more 
enlarged discoveries of his grace. 
Living under their perpetual con- 
trol, and enjoying their ineffable 
sweetness, he was not only will- 
ing to impart the truths of the 
everlasting gospel, but to conse- 
crate himself to the service of his 
Lord, and the souls of men. 


»* When he explained the nature, 


end, and use of the law, he was 
very awful and affecting, “ And 
now,” to adopt his own words : 
*‘T dealt with my hearers in a 
very different manner from what 
I used todo. I told them very 
plainly that they were the chil- 
dren of wrath, and under ‘the 
curse of God, though they knew 
it not; and that none but Jesus 
Christ could deliver them from 
that curse. I told them, if they 
had ever broken the law of God 
once in thought, word, or deed, 
no future good behavior could 
make any atonement for past 
miscarriages. For if I keep all 
God’s laws to-day, this is no a- 
mends for breaking them yester- 
day. If I behave peaceably to 
my neighbor this day, it is no 
satisfaction for having broke his 
head yesterday. So that if once 
a sinner, nothing but the blood of 
Jesus can cleanse me from sin.’’ 
Jesus was a naméeon which he 
dweit with peculiar emphasis and 
delight, With what melting af- 
fections would he extol the biecd. 
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ing Lamb! With what stream- 
ing eyes would he point to his ag- 
onizing sufferings! How would 
they sparkle wher he displayed 
the exceeding riches of his grace! 
And what a reverential grandeur 

marked his countenance when he 
anticipated his gloxious appear- 
ing! In short, to adopt the lan- 
guage of the melodious poet, Je- 
sus Was 


«The circle where his passion mov’d, 


1”? 


And centre of his soul. 


Nor was he less attentive to the 
gracious influence of the Holy 
Spirit in the application of the 
redemption. No minister could 
with more judgment detect the 
‘human heart in all its subtle ma- 


chinations, er with greater accu-, 


racy describe progressive religion 
in the soul. Communion with 
God was what he much enforced 
in the latter stages of his minis- 
try. It was, indeed, hisown meat 
and drink, and the banquet from 


i which he never appeared to rise. 


Having so good a Master, he 
entered upon his work with cheer- 
ful steps, and pursued it with the 
greatest industry. tie did not 
confine his labors to the narrow 
limits of Everton, a small and 
trifling parish ; but, like the ma- 
jestic sun, illuminated an exten- 
sive tract of country. His love 
to mankind was ardent. He 
knew the worth of an tmmortal 
soul; he knew the awful terrors 
of the Lord; he knew the empti- 
ness of the present world; he 
knew the sandy foundation upon 
which thousands build ; he knew 
the dangerous devices of Satan ; ; 
he knew the awful precipice up- 
en which the ungodiy stand. His 
bowels melted with pity, his heart 
vearned to assist them. He there- 
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fore left no means unattempted 
to awaken their concern, and al- 
lure them to the Son of God. 

As his labors were prosperons, 
so they were opposed. It could 
not be grateful to the prince of 
darkness to behold his kingdom 
so warmly attacked, and his sub- 
jects in such numbers desert his 
standard. Hence he stirred up 
all his strength; and a furious 
persecution ensued. No opposi- 
tion was tOo violent, no names 
were too opprobrious, ne treat 
ment was too barbarous. Some. 
of his’ followers were roughly 
handled, and their property de- 
stroyed. Gentry, clergy, and 
as ae became one hand, 
and emp: oyed every engine te 
check his progress, and silence 
him from preaching. The old de- 
wil was the only name by which 
he was distinguished among them, 

etween twenty and thirty years. 
But none of these things moved 
him. He had counted the cost, 
and was prepared for the fool’s 
cap. The clamours of the mul- 
titude had nd more effect upon 
dis mfind, in the regular discharge 
of his duty, than the barking of 
the contemptible cur has upon 
the moon in her imperial revolu- 
tions. Venzearce was not his. 
‘The ony r venge de sought was 
their salvation; and when they . 
aceded any good office, bis hand 
Was th Sarat to render tt. 

It would be a task to recollect 
the numerous instances of his de- 
nevolence. Never-man entered un- 
on the work of his Master with 
more disinterested views. His 
purse was as open as his heart, 
though not so large. ft home, 
his tables were served witha cold 
collation for his numerous hear- 
ers, who came from far on Sab- 
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bath days, and his field and sta- 
ble open for their horses, Abroad, 
houses and barns were rented, 
lay- preachers maintained, and his 
own travelling expenses disburs- 
ed by himself. Cottagers were 
always gainers by his company. 
He invariably left an half-crown 
for the homely provision of the 
day, and during his itinerancy it 
actually cost him five hundred 
pounds in this single article of ex- 
penditure. Nor was his liberal- 
ity confined to these channels. 
His ear was ever attentive to the 
tale of wo, his eye was keen to 
observe the miseries of the poor, 
the law of kindness was written 
upon his heart, and his hand was 
always ready to administer re- 
lief. The gains of his vicarage, 
of his fellowship, and of his pat- 
rimonial income {for his father 
died very rich) were appropriat- 
ed to support his liberality ; and 
even his family-plate was convert- 
ed into clothes for his itinerant 
preachers. 

But the most prominent fea- 
ture in his character was his un- 
affected humility. We have enjoy- 
éd the orivtlons of am acquaint- 
ance with him seventeen years, 
‘and notwithstanding his unabat- 
ed popularity, we never saw him 
betray the least symptom of van- 
ity on any occasion... And so 
happily did this most desirable 
grace emancipate him from the 
shackles of religious bigotry, that 
it rendered him equally easy in 
‘the company of the peer and the 
p:asant, and alike familiar with 
the dignified clergy, and the un- 
polished lay-preacher. fle nev- 
er spoke of himself but in lan- 
guage the most deprec ating 5 
and when he related any inter- 
fering providence, 
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stupendous grace on his behalf, 
it would generally be with stream- 
ing eyes, and the sweetest ex- 
pressions of praise upon his lips. 
Nor do we ever recollect, in all 
our extensive acquaintance, a 
man so conscienticus, so uniform- 
ly, and yet so pleasantly spiritual. 
None who intimately knew him 
will consider this as exaggerated 
history, but will rather join the 
honest man, who te!d the minis- 
ter at the close of his funeral-ser- 
mon in London, “ Sir, I have 
known Mr. Berridge above forty 
years; and after all your com- 
mendation, I must say, as the 
queen of Sheba did on another 
occasion, the halfhat not been told. 

In a word, in his parish he was 
a kind benefactor, and in his fam- 
ily a father rather than a mas- 
ter; in his ministry he was a 
burning and a shining light ; in his 
promises he was scrupulously ex- 
act} in his devotion invariably 
regular ; in his friendship invio- 
lably faithful ; and as in his life 
he was much beloved, so in his 
death he will be long lamented, 

In January, 1793, he intended 
to have again visited London; 
but, instead of his presence, his 
friends received the disagreeable 
intelligence of his death. For 
some days previous to his decease, 
his strength and health had _ visi- 
bly decreased ; and on Sunday 
the 20th, he came down into his 
parlour as usual, but with great 
difficulty reached his chamber in 
the evening. A few hours after 
he was in bed, he appeared to be 
seized with the symptoms ot im- 
mediate dissolution. His face 
was contracted, and his. speech 
faltered ; and in this situation he 
continued till about three o’clock 
on ‘Tuesday afternoon, January 
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02d, when breathing less and 
less, this champion ak his Re- 
deemer fell a victim to mortality 
in the 76th year of hisage. His 
frame of mind during his last 
hours, appeared to have been pe- 
culiarly comfortable. The Rev. 
Mr. W——, a clergyman, who 
resides near Everton, said, “ Sir, 
the Lord has enabled you to fight 
a good fight, and to finish'a tru- 
ly “elorious course.”’? He answer: 
ed, * blessed be his holy name for 
it.” It was also said to him, “ Je- 
sus will soon call you up higher.”’ 
He replied, * aye, aye, aye ; high- 
er, higher, higher.”? He once ex- 
claimed, ‘yes, and my children 
too will shout and sing, ‘ here 
comes cur father”? On the ensu- 
ing Sabbath, his remains were in- 
terred in his own parish church- 
yard. The Rev. Mr. Simeon, a 
pious clergyman of Cambridge, 
preached the funeral-sermon from 
2 Tim. iv. 7,8  Thave fought 
a good fight, I have finished my 
course, 1 have kept the faith: 
henceferth there is laid up for me 
acrown of righteousness, wach 
tne Lord, the righteous Judge, 
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shall give me at that day.” Six 
neighboring clergymen attended 
to bear his pall. The almost im- 
mense concourse of people who 
assembled from all parts of the 
country to be present at this so- 
lemnity, the undissembled grief 
which was depicted upon every 
countenance, the tears which 
trickled down every cheek, were a 
melancholy, but expressive, eulo- 
gium on his character, and should 
be considered as a just panegyr- 
ic on his worth. 

As he was never married, he 
left no widow to deplore his ab- 
sence, nor children to perpetuate 
his memory; but his bright ex- 
ample and wise instructions will 
forever live in the affections of 
thousands, who derived blessings 
through his ministry. 

The Christian World Unmasked, 
and a volume of Hymns, called 
Sion’s Songs, are the only works 
which he published. The fatter 
was composed duriag his long 
indi sposition, and will, we appre- 
hend, be a profitable closet. com- 
pa wen for all experienced Chris« 


tia 








OBJECTIONS TO THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
ANSWERED. 


IN two former Essays, which 
have been admitted into the Ad- 
viser, an attempt has been made 
fairly to state the seripture doc- 
trine of election, and to exhibit 
satisfactory evidence of its truth. 
In stating the doctrine, an answer 


has been given to one of the most 
popular and plausible objections, 
which ate urged against it; viz. 
That, if it be true, there is no 
grace in the offer of salvation to 
the non-elect. It has been shown, 
that, in choosing some sinners te 
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salvation, God contemplated 
nankind, not merely as sinners 
under the curse of his law, bat. 
as sinners, tor whom atonemen 
had been ma: 2 to whom ‘faiva- 
tion had been freely offered, and 
by whom it h aa been pagrateth- 
ly rejec dat. tence, in the ator 
ment, which has been made i 
he sins of the world, and in the 
offer of salvation, there is the 
same manifestation of grace to 
the non-elect, as to theelect. It 
is granted, however, that, in 
choosing some to salvation, in re- 
newing their hearts, and in rals- 
ing them to the happiness of heav- 
en, God does make displays ef 
grace, to the elect, of which the 
non-elect are not partakers. But, 
there are other objections to the 
doctrine, which are often made 
to appear considerably plausible, 
and are sometimes urged with so 
much effect as to lead mguerets 
away from the simplicity of of the 
gosp vel into the mazes of error, an 
answer to which may possibly be 
useful. 

1. It is objected, that, if tla 
doctrine of election be true, then 
God is a respecter af persons; 
whereas the scriptures expressly 
Seach us, that thisgs not his char- 
acte 

This objection rests, sie, 
on the ground, that respect, of 
persons consists in doing more 
tor one, than for another, under 
similar circumstances. But, if 
this were really respect of persons, 
it would not be dificult to show, 
that God is, indeed, a respecter of 
persons, hbase the doctrine of 
election be true, ortalse.” No re- 
currence to this doctrine, or to a- 
ny thing 
fect the salvation of siners, in 
pursuance of his purpose of elec- 
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r which God does to et-° 


tion Answered, Pres. 
tion, can be n ecessary, to show 
that God actually does more tor 
one, than for another. This is 
evident trom what is continually 
passing under our view, in the 
common dispensations of divine 
providence. ‘Though there have 
been some such -men as Paul, as 
Newton, as Washington, and as 
Edwards, we know that multi- 
tudes are neither such in fact, nor 
capable of becoming such. Some, 
too, are rich, and others poor. 
Some are weak and sickly, while 
others are strong and healthy. 
Some are favored with great ad- 
vantages for acquiring useful 
knowiedye, while others have no 
such privileg res. Some are allow- 
ed to live in prosperity, and ease, 
while others are destitute, 
afflicted,’ tormented.” These 
things, too, are all under divine 
direction. It is God, who thus 
maketh one to differ from anoth- 
r. But who will say, that, be- 
cause God thus does more for 
one, than,he does for another, he 
is a respecter of persons? Why, 
then, call it respect of persons, if 
one be chosen to salvation, and 
formed:a vessel cf mercy prepar- 
ed unto glory, while another 1s 
left to follow the evil inclinations 
of his own heart, and to perish 
in his sins? Itis only to do more 
for.one, than for another. 
The truth is, this is not that, 
in which respect of persons con- 


sists. To respect pérson® is to 


treat one with more honor, or fa- 


vor, than another, on account of 


circumstances, which furnish no 
proper ground for such a distinc- 
tion. If, for example, a rich man 
be treated with more respect, or 
favor, than a poor man, merely 
on account of his aruniiste if a 
neighbor, orre ative, be preferred 
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in judgment, toa stranger; or if, 
In any respect, on account of 
some prejudice, or prepossession, 
one person is treated better than 


he should be, to the injury of an- 
other, this 1s respect of persons. 


It is what the scriptures condemn, 
as odious and wicked. pub, sure- 
ly, nothing like this can be charg- 
ed on God. If he bestow great- 
er favors om one of his creatures, 
than on another, it is not on ac- 
count of any partial, or wnreason- 
able regard to him, who i$ most 
favored ; nor is the favor grant- 
ed to him, to the injury of an- 
other. 

In relation to the subject undet 
consideratien, the case is this. 
Men are sinnaes: ‘under condem- 
nation. A’ Savior is provided. 
Salvation is freeiy ofiered. But, 
when offered, it is universally re- 
jected.’ This, from eternity, God 
foresaw. At the same time, he 
saw that it would be for his glory, 
and the greatest good, that some 
of these ungrateful ‘rcatures 
should be saved, ‘through sanc- 
tification of the Spirit, “and be- 
lief of the truth ;”? and that oth- 
ers should be left to continue in 
their rejection of the apa 
erace. Accordingly, from a re- 
gard to his own ¢ giory, inthe h high- 
est good of his kingdom iy the e- 


i lected some to salv: tion, and de 
t 


ermined to leave others to their 
own choice. ‘Those, who were 
thus chosen from eternity, are, in 
time, renewed by the Spirit of 
God, and miade Lee subjects 
of divine grace. Others, being 
lefe to their own choice, persist 
mn their rebellion, and finally per- 

. But, not for their sakes, who 
were chosen, has he done this, he 
would have them know ; 
nis holy nd tor the 
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good of his kingdom. Where, 

c . 

then, is thea alleged respect of per- 

sons? Surely, it has no existence. 
2. By way of objection to the 


doctrine of election, it is often 
asked, If this doctrine be true, 
what can sinners do? as it elec- 


tion must necessarily die in the 
way of their doing any thing to 
obtain salvation. 

In answering this objection, it 
may be pertinent to ask, What 
can sinners do, if the doctrine be 
not true? Let this question be 
fairly answered, and the answer 
to the objection will be obtained 
Fo?, whatever sinners may do, to 
obtain salvation, in the one case, 
they may doin the other. ‘lhe 
elettion, contended for, pretee 3 no 
bar in the way of deing. Sup- 
poring \> the doctrine to be not true, 
the situation of mankind is this. 
They are sinners, under condem- 
nation. Christ, however, has a- 

oned for their sins. Through 
him, salvation is offered. His 
gracious invitation, to them, is, 
Come unto me, ore I wil give 
yeh rest. But, 2a 
stitl 6pposed to ice and to the 
way of salvation by Jesus C 
and they Will not come unto him, 
that they may*have life. 
under these circumstances, what 
can, Or, to — more properly, 
whatewi// the sinner do? There 
is, indeed, sites 1 in the way of 
his de bing all that is required of 
1m, in order to salvation n, but 
the obstinate wickedness of his 
own heart. 5 


Christ > 


Now, 


jut this keeps hin 
back ; and he will do nothing, 
with which salvation ts connected. 
Hence, unless God be pleased to 
inter pose, and change his hearty 
he will persist in. his rejection ot 
the salvation offered, and perish 
inhis sins. But, if the dot trine 
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in question be not true, God has 
not determined to change the 
heart of any one and, if “he have 
not already determined upon this, 
he never will so determine ; for 
he can have no new purposes. 
Hence, unless the doctrine be 
true, not one sinner will ever be 
saved. It cannot be election, 
therefore; which keeps sinners 
from doing what is necessary to 
their salvation; since, even if the 
doctrine be not true, the indispo- 
sition of their own hearts, to what 
is required, is an effectual hin- 
drance. On the other hand, if 
the doctrine be true, the situation 
of sinners is as above described ; 
saving, that when they ail un- 
gratefully refuse the salvation of- 
fered, the purpose of election 
takes effect. God says, I will 
have mercy, on whom I will 
mercy. Having, from the be- 
ginning, chosen ! ‘ome to salvation, 
he is pleased to grant his Spirit 
to renew and sanctify their hearts; 
and they repent, believe the ross 
pel, and are saved. Thus, the 
purpose of election secures the 
coming of some to Christ; but 
it keeps no one back. It leaves 
the non-elect sinner just where it 
found him. He 

situation, that himself, and all 
others, would be in, supposing 
salvation to be provided, and of- 
fered ae sinners, aS it 1s, and that 
no election were made. 

3. tt is sometimes objected, 
that, if the doctrine of election be 
true, then sinners are not biamea- 
ble for continuing in sin. 

It has already been shown, that 
the election of some to salvation 
does not affect the condition of 
those, who are not elected and it 
certainly does not alter the con- 
ition of the elect, so as to make 
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is in the same 
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it more unfavorable. How, then, 
can it possibly furnish either the 
one or the ether with any excuse 
fer rejecting the salvation of the 
gospel, and continuing in sin? 
Perhaps it will be contended, 
however, that, if God has elected 
some to salvation, then he has al- 
so determined that others shall 
not come to Christ, and obtain 
salvation. And how, then, are 
they to-blame? To this, it may 
be answered, that God has no 
otherwise determined, that the 
non-elect sinner shall not repent, 
believe, and be saved, than as he 
has determined to leave him to 
his own chosen way. The truth 
appears to be, that such is the de- 
pravity of the sinner’s heart; 
such his opposition to Ged, and 
to the way of salvation, by Christ, 
that he certainly will persist in 
his wickedness, and reject, final- 
ly, the salvation offered, tnless 
his hgart be changed. Such is 
the natural state of all men. 
3ut, m ae. some to salva- 
tion, through sanctifieation of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth, 
God determined to renew ¢heir 
hearts, and to bring them to re- 
pentance. As to others, who 
were not this elected, he deter- 
mined not to renew their hearts, 
by the agency of his Spirit, but 
to leave them to their own choice. 
He would open a door of salva- 
tion, warn them of their dancer, 
invite them to flee for refuge to 
the hope set before them, and 
leave them to choose for them- 
selves. But, in all this, can any 
thing | be found to just ify the sin- 
ner in continuing in wickedness ? 
Because God will not interpose, 
by a special act of his grace, and 
give the sinner repentance unto 
salvation, can he be excusable 
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for hardening himself in rebell- 
jon ? 

Suppose that God had been 
>a to pro vide a Savior, and 
offer salvation to men, without 
determining to renew the heart 
of any one, and to bring him to 
repentance, by the &p: ecial opera- 
tions of his Spirit 3. could men, 
in that case, have pees any cloak 
for their sin, any excuse for re- 
jecting saivation, and continuing 
in unbelief, in the circumstance, 
that God had not determfined to 
make thei willing toa ecept the 
ofered grace? It can hardly be 
pretended. But the situation of 
the non-elect sinner 1s now pres 
cisely the same, that the situation 
of ail men would have been, in 
the case suppos d. 
1e truth is, the 0 bligations of 

sinners to rep ent and turn to pn 
do not dep end, at ail, upon the 
question, whether the doctrine ot 
lection be true or false ; 
whether they be elected, ®r not 
elected, they have no exctse for 
continuing in sin. ‘Evenifa Sav- 
ior had not. been provided, they 
must have been under obligation 
to repent, and turn unto the 
Lord. Since a Savior is provid- 
ed, and salvation cffered, every 
one, to whom the gospel is ad- 
dressed, must ‘be under obliga- 
tion, cordially and thankfully to 
embrace the offer; and, neithér 
the decree of election, nor any 
thing else, excepting the criminal 
perversene ss of iid own ae 
hinders any one from <apenp ying 
with the terms, on which salva- 
tion is proposed. 

4. It is hse seein te or if the 
doctrine of election be true, then 
God has made a great part of 
mankind on purpose for dantna- 
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tion ; which is inconsistent with 
perfect benevolence. 

But, what if the doctrine be 
not true? Wiil this relieve the 
difficulty ? What it Ged, having 
made the provisions of the gos- 
pel, and offered salvation, had 
determined to do nothing more 
to effect the recovery of mankind, 
but that he would leave them al! 
either to accept, or reject the 
fer, as they pleased, without any 
special interposition of his Spirit, 
to bring any one to repentance 
In that case, as hasbeen shown 
already, all men would have 
beea in the situation, that 
the nen-elect now are; and they 
would have done asthe non-elect 
ROW co. say, they 
would hav cted the salvation 
offered, : ie consequence must 
have been, that they would all 
have perished. And, hadit been 
s, who: wouid have dared 
reply against the Lord? God, 
sureiy, could be under no obliga- 

tion to ret bellious men, to make 
any cf them willing to accept of 
salvation, 

To answer the objection, m more 
Cirectly, however, it must be ob- 
servedy that whether some are 
elected to salvation, or not, it is 
not true, that God has made a- 
ny of his creatures on purpose for 
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damnation, as his ultimate end. 
He has, indeed, made men, and 
@il other creatures, for his own 


glory; and this isto be secured 
in the way of producing the 
greatest possible sum of general 
felicity. Hence, he has made the 
non-elect with a view to precisely 
the same, ultimate end, that he 
made the elect. He has made 
both the one, and the other, for 
the display of his own infinite per- 
























































46 On Sa 
fec gt in producing the high- 
est degree of happiness, on the 
whole, “and so far the glory of his 
own name. Thus the matter is 
evidently represented, in the 1x. 
chapter of the epistle to the Ro- 
mans; where, to an objector, 
who say s, “ Why doth he yet 
find fault? For who hath resisted 
his will??? the Apostle replics, 
“ Nay bit, O man, who art thou, 
that replie iest against God? Shall 
the thing formed say to him that 
tormed it, Why hast thou made 
me thus? Hath ‘not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make ore vessel unto 
1onor, and another unto dishon- 
or? What if God, wiilimg to 
show his wrath, and to make his 
power known, endured with rauch 


long-suffering, the vesseis of 


wrath fitted to destruction; and 
that he might make known the 
riches of his glor ry on tue vessels 
of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory :’” 
TROPHIMUS. 


JO THE EDITORS OF THE AD- 


VISER. 


If deemed beneficial, the fol- 
lowing thoughts on an important 
subject in theolgy, are at the scr- 
vice of the Editors of the Advis- 
er. It is presumed the use of a 
fictitious sienature will give no 
offence. ‘That the spiritual kine- 
dom ct our R edeemer may soon 
embrace every land is the prayer 


of Carresines 
Israel’ S i Goms is. aig Py ag as 


on every page of the sacred 


ume, is depicted as guilty and 
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morally vile. That he has sunk 
from the eminence, where first 
he was placed by his Creator, is 
more than conjecture. Leason 
and revelation combine to de. 
plore ‘The goid become dim, 
and the fine gold changed.” 
This awful reverse is the result 
of man’s perverse volition. Thus 
man degraded in sin and God en- 
throned on the glorious summit 
of holiness are directly opposed, 
Irom that elevation the effects 
of the Divine displeasure must 
fail on the devoted head of ev ery 
transeressor, if no Mediator in- 
terpose, with that weight, which 
must press the guilty a to the 
regions of interminable wo. O. 
pen the sinner’s eyes to see the 
danger, to which he is exposed, 
and we shail hear the anxious 
cry, “ What shall I do to be sav- 
ed ??) Jiuman exertions avail 
not; the burning flame of holi- 
ness will consume, in the exc 
cise of righteous vengeance, suc 
briars and thorns; and every re- 
fuge reared by created hands wi!l 
prove a refuge of lies, which the 
impetuous flood of wrath will 
sweep away. Amidst this terror, 
the gospel, through the gloom, 
to th 1e tremb ling sinner points out 
a beam of hope, sheding abroad 
its cheering influence—Jesus ns 
discovered as a hiding-place fre 
the storm. But the inquiry hens, 
How is an interest actuaily at- 
tained in this provision? The gos- 
pel makes the reply; De/icve and 
thou shalt be saved. Still another 
irae | no less importan is Urg= 
-d; What is that faith, 
unites to the Redeemer, and with 
which salvation is cennected ? 
A it y to this if intended in the 
following remarks. 
It willl be keptinr 
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that I now speak of saving, or 
justifying faith, and detain not 
with what has been, sometimes, 

itiudthated heaved nd tem- 
porary, except So far as involved 
in that with which an interest in 
salvation is united. ‘lo wunder- 

ow this doctrine correctly we 
must consider the subj ject-—the 
special object—the foundat ition— 
the author—peculiar acts and 
Ba of faith. 

The subject of faith in the 
surior, is 2 convinced ‘sinner. 
Jehovah's grand design in the e- 
conomy of redemption ts to hum- 

the violator of his law, aud 
exalt the riches of grace in sav- 
ing the criminal. In order to 
this, he appears in the terrible 
character of the insulted Sove- 
reign of Nature displaying his 
terrors. Rom.1, 17, The wrath 
of Ged is revealed from Heaven a- 
gainst all ungodliness and unrigzht- 
gusness of men. Clad in the fear- 
f ul attire of retributive vengeance 
irom the midst of darkness; in 
the voice of thunder he addresses 


the soul tbat sins. A display of 


the fiery law is given; the tribu- 
lation and ancuish attaching to 
moral evil is seen, in conjunction 
with its odious nature, ‘as a: gains st 
lice yn ceivable cinerea as violat- 
ins an obligation just] ly impos ne 
by in finite author ity, and de- 
grading man, who was made in 
the image of God. From this 


View impres a | hy ha Spirit of 
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grace on the mind, proceeds con- 
viction, and takes possession of 
ihe soul. 

The first individual of the hu- 
man family furnishes a striking 
example of this. He forms a 
robe of leaves to hide his shame ; 
he flees in quest of a retreat, in 
his infatuation, from the omnis- 
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cience cf that Being, who, he 
was persuaded, would not clear 
the guilty. ‘The monitor im- 
planted in the human breast, a- 
larmed and instructed by the 
light of nature, raised its voice. 
The Almighty appears in the 
cool of the aay, and by humbling 
queries renders moré pungent in 
the soul, the arrows of convie- 
tion. Where art thou? Who 


told thee that thou wast naked » 
Hast thou eaten of the tree of 


which I commanded thee not to 
eat ? What is this that theu hast 
dcne? The tremendous import 
oi these queries being fully un- 
derstood, filled the original pa- 
rent of mankind with dismay. 
Yo him, thus trembling before 
his Judge, the promise exhibited 
the woiman’s seed. Here his frith 
took re aud preserved him 
from sinking ia the e abyss, whose 
waters rolled arou: ad} iim on ev- 
ery hand. Need I produce more 
examples ? Fie jailor of Phi- 
lippi and the thou usands convert- 
ed at Jerusalem under Peter’s 
sermon, present their testimony ; ; 
but the truth is admitted, 

Let it, however, not be forgot- 
ten, that between a mere cenvic- 
tion of sia being evil, in procur 
ing the strokes of Divine wrath, 

7 Geep soever such conviction 
sary De, and an unfeigned faith, 
is nO Necessary connexion. Cain, 
the murderer of his brother, and 
aie: the betrayer of his Lord, 
experienced most sensibly such 
reinorse ; and perhaps the inhab- 
itants of misery exiled peeeeet 
from bliss, may feel a similar c< 
viction; but higher in dépree. 
Nor between the effects of such 
remorse and faith in the ** Lamb 
ot God,” is there any established 
coanexion. A desire to be free 
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from pain, and the sorrow of the 
world, may certainly consist win 
the reign of enmity in the humar 
heart against the God of glo a 
Grace triumphs over the most a- 
larming views of sin and its re- 
ults, but will not coalesce with 
any act or disposition that will 
consist with unbelief. I presume 
not to fix the degree of convic- 
tion, which characterises the sub- 
ject of a Divine faith ; but may 
state, consistently with inspired 
truth, and Christian experience, 
that some de gree of conviction is 
found in every believer. is no 
faith the flight of the soul to Te. 
sus for safety? Does not this 
necessarily suppose a conviction 
of danger? Let me now attend 
2. To the object of taith, W< 
now consider the immediate an 
proper object of the faith of the 
believing sinner fleeing from the 
wrath tocome. This is not mere- 
ly the Scriptures as a Divine rev- 
elation ; this is a truth, and is al- 
so included in the faith that over- 
comes the world ; but is not the 
immediate and preper object 
thereof. The fallen spirits be- 
lieve the scriptures, and tremb!} 
at the awful truths exhibited in 
the sacred pages. ‘The superior 
force of evidence may compel 
the assent of the mind to the 
truth of revelation, while the will 
rejects the fruits of eternal love 
manifested and offered through 
the Savior, and all the affections 
rise indignantly against this grand 
device of Heaven. A mere as- 
sent of mind to the truth ofa 
proposition will not pass for gen- 
uine faith, while it remains true 
that ** With the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness.” A 
mere assent to the truth of reve- 
lation any fully consist witha 
want of due conviction of the 


ory 


my 


cel. vii. 16, 17 iF 
turpitude of sin, which is -ahove 
stated a$ necessary to be in the 
believer. Perimit me to add, the 
law particularly applies its ter. 
rors to the soul, a8 particularly 
must faith apply the remedy, or 
vei can be no relief, A bare 
sent to Divine revelation, as 
true, applies the blood of Abel as 
uch as the blood of Jesus. J; 
is as true that Abel died as tha: 
the Savior was crucifiec d. None 
will say the belief of the one i, 
as necessary to salvation 2s the 
faith of the other. While I re. 
ject this as the proper object of 
aiid faith, | would Reniie to 
avoid the opposite extreme, and 
therefore deny that -the pardon 
of personal sin is the proper ob- 
ject of the faith that unites to Je. 
sus. Through the exercise of 
faith, indeed’, a knowledge of for- 
giveness will be sought, and: may 
m obtained; but ‘this forgive- 
ess 1s not “a immediate object 
w that at of faith by which we 
embrace the Savior. Faith is 
founded on revelation, testimony 
is its ground; before believing, 
the convincs 4: sinner has no testi- 
mony of his pardon; therefore it 
cannot be the object of his faith, 
which is exercised in order to his 
justification. Gal. it. 16, We have 
believed that we might be justified. 

(To be conunted.) ; 


EXPLANATION OF ECCL. Vil. 16, 17. 


Be not righ'eous overmuch ; neither 
make thyself over-wise : Viy 
shouldest thou destroy thyself? Be 
not overmuch wicked; neither be 
thou foolish : Why shouldest theu 
die beiore thy time? 


~ oA 


Solomon’s object in writing 
this book appears to have been to 
present a detailed view of the 


- [(s £B. 





. ' . we . 
yanity of this world in various 
respects. In the above recited 
passage, he brings into view, on 


5-9 
_—_ 
ane nana tre ry a 
te On¢ dickilil, an @xttTen 12 O yf rignt- 
oe 
” hai 4 po ‘Cc Ps 
eousness and wisdom; on the 
other, an extreme ot wickedness 
and folly an d LUT O; 5 | > rend 
aNG -aULlLy¥, «23 CAUliONS his read- 
ree ryt a , 
ers ageinst both. he tormer 
ati 1. ee ae ee 9 - 
extreme, he supposes, will de- 
oie Pees Me Pare he 
stroy, or make desolate, as the 


original imports ; ; the latter, bring 
on an snide death. But can 
here be any such thing as being 
too rishteous, or too wise? Or, 
cam we suppose, that an inspired 
writer would caution us not to 
gO 160 near perfection in these 
respects ? 

To solve this dificult y, some 
iave supposed that seli-rigzhteous- 
ness, and a being wise in one’s 
own conceit, are the things in- 
tended. But if this ence earn 
be adopted, it will follow, that he 
admits of a hittie self. righteou 
ness, and a little of what is cal " 
eda be ng x wise in our*@wn cor- 
celts a sentiment as injurio Us tO 
hit T, as an inspired wri- 
ter, as the one, which It is intend. 
ed to obviate. 

By supposing, that, in this 


ev 


, passage, Solomon intended to 
a 


personate a man of the word, 
. : 1 

wad to give such a recommenda- 

tion aS a2 person. wao conteme 


? 
. 


} i 
plates things as they appear in 


> 

1 ’ — cr } i Yeu 'iar oo ee, 

relatio’ 1 a ) til! > worid Villy, 1m! ryt 
4 o 

] s ’ Se oe: } ! owive VTA rY 1. 
3 SUD po ‘=y@ | LO iY 9 every Cliile 
culty will at once vam sh. He 
i 
4 


iad noticed that those,’who were 
1 ' ° -_ 
nore than ord r righteous 
‘5 ‘* 
and wise, were not very Cesira- 
Lik cian sans to .the weneralit 
‘ co mpdantolis tO aac ge nera li y 
it +}, ; ers 
of mankind > that the seriou: turn 
i os °  Laler e Fin oe 
ct their conversation, and faith. 


ful pointedness of their reproofs, 
at 


‘ i 
Maruy 


i 
Were exceedingly 1 Meet ce to the 
greater part, aad occazioned their 
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company to be generally forsak- 
en. ior this reason, say men of 
the worl. 4, it itis our advice, not to 
be too wise, or righteous, lest you 
should desolate yourself, OY ex- 
clude yourse!f from society. On 
the other hand, he had observed, 
that an extreme of wickedness, or 
folly, otten led to an untimely 
death. He had observed, that 
some, having been involved in 
difficulties by their own impru- 
dence, had laid violent hands 
upon their own lives; that othe 
ers, for offerices conunitted a- 
gainst society, had died by the 
hands of the executioner; and 
that others, by intemperate ex- 
cesses, had ruined their constitu. 
tions, and brought on disorders 
terminating in an untimely death. 
It is best, therefore, say men of 
the world, not to be too wicked, 
er foolish, lest you should die 
before your time. In our opin- 
ion, a medium between perfect 
righteousness and perfect phere 
ness is the most advisable course. 

It is very obvious, that st s 
advice m ight be supposed, with 
the most per fect consistency’ to 
be given by z 4 mere man of the 


7 7 
world. It would comport, also, 
: a 3 
very wel lw ae Soiomon’s object 
in writine this book, to take no- 


tice of it, “1S such. éis thouch he 

had s addressing himself to 
1 =. 

such meNRES according to your 


own obs ervatt ns, you do not cal- 
folate on P erfect enj: »yment he ere. 


ihe wisest course, you say, is to 
avoid e extremes, or be contented 
With a meditocri ity of enjoy rment, 
and not think of: attaining that 
which is complete. ‘T’o that, ace 
cording to any own conceptions, 


1B 


if you attempt to pass bey b sxe 


ate ae hn 
cercain Saad a ither on 4 


hand, or on the left, you oa 
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: | rAvrcels 2 . + 
invoive yoursel ves in greater 


©) 
wrete aedir ess. How vain, then, 


must it be, to make a portion of 


this world, since neither wisdom 
nor folly, righteousness nor wick- 
edness, can put you in complete 
posses ssion of its ha ppiness. 

‘} ‘he only objection to thig con- 
struction, which occurs isthis; 
What ground haye we for sup- 
posing that, in this piace, the 
writer perao sonates a man of the 
world? To obviate this objec- 
tion, I would wish that it mi: che 
be carefully inquired, whether a 
considerable part of 5" book 
docs not appearto be the lan-, 
guage ofa person who look on: 
objects as they appear in connete 
tion with this world only. When 
the writer says; Ln much wisdom is 
mauchygrisfy and he that increaseth in 
knawledge increaseth sorro wi there 
ts 70 Mane betier for a man than tha 
he sho uld eat and drink, aad that he 
should make his soul enjoy good in 
his labor,—this is an evil among all 
things that are done under the sun, 
that there is one event to all, are.not 
his observations precisely | 
might be expected fom 2 


| 4 
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of the world? Andcan we recon. 
cile them with the feelings and 
views of the cana mind, 4 ae 
supposing his language to be 
highly enigmatical? If this ook 
be carefully analyzed, it willb 
found, perhaps, that among vari- 
ous ‘methods of Wlustra tine the 
vanity of the world, the writer 
has, in many places, made use of 
the language and remarks o i such 
as mi ike this world their*portion, 
in order to show, even by their 
own acknowledgement, thatit is 
empty, uncertain, and unsatisfy- 
ing. If this conjecture is wel 
founded, every objection Sa 
the construction, which has bee 
given of the passag@ ander con. 
sideration, will, it ig presumed, 
be compiete ‘ly removed. The 
passage, thus constructed, in- 
stead of encumbering our minds 
with difficulties, would naturally 
lead to a profitable train of re- 
flections the difference, which 
there is, Between the man of the 
world, and the man, who finds 
his happiness in Gging wise and 
good. 
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AGAINST LDF 


IF by an awful visitation of 
Divine Providence there were 
spreading.over all parts of this 
gountry, a foul and loathsome 
leprosy, which poisoned and dis» 
figured the bodies of its victims 
and affected their minds with 
madness. or with idiotism ; if this 
leprosy had seized a great part 


LUNKENNESS. 


of our useful laborers, and render- 
ed them a burden to the com. 
munity ; if the prospects and the 
hopes of a large portion of our 
promising young men had been 
already hel a nd destroyed ce 
it; if it had hafected, more or 
less, every town and every vil- 
jae, and were Spreading its rav- 
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ages, from year to year, wider 
and yet wider ; if this were the 
actual condition of our country, 
there is no telling how preat 
would be the alarm. Neither 
this nor any similar calamity, 
Heaven be praised, - has been 
brought upon our country by the 
direct hand of Providence, which 
has showered on us blessings 
without number, and in great a- 
bundance. But human folly and 
wickedness, abuse the kindness of 
Providence, and change i its bless- 
ings into curses, 

yz et sober reason judge, whet” 
er drunkenness, Aabitual dritnken- 
ness, be not as bad, nay even 
worse, than the fatal leprosy I’ 


Answer to an important 


® Who disturb 


Ing: nr fe 51 


Who hath redness cf eyes?” 
The drunkard.—Whore fields 
are ne date: and overgrown 
with thorns and brambles? Whose 
house is pre in ruins, for 
want of necessary repairs? Whose 
broken windows are repaired only 
with rough boards or stufied 
withrags? Whose wile is con- 
sumed with Whose 
babes are suffering liunger and 
nakednegs ?—The drunkard? $.— 
people’s repose, 
with their midnight revellings 
Pand yells? Who are the persons 
most commonly engaged in quar- 
rels, in riots, and in all scenes of 
confusion and uproar ?—Drunke 
ards.— Who are the lowest of all 


weep ine ? 


have deseribed.—It impairs and madmen, the most despicable ot 


corrupts both body and mind, 
and brings down the noble crea- 
ture, man, to a levci with the 
brute. It destroys all moral 
principle, all sentiments of hon- 
or, all feelings of humanity. It 
changes good nature §0 churlish- 
ness, a kind husband to an unfeel- 
ing monster, a dutiful son to an 
siprincipleatillain without na- 
tural ailections, an industrious 
thriviag man to at idig vaga- 
bond.—Ift preys upon % nd ‘de. 
vours every “thi ring that is estima- 
ble and amiable both in disposi- 
tion and in character ; it eats @ 
the substance of its votaries, an 
is an inlet to all other vices, and 
to every evil and calamity almost 
that can benamed. This detest- 
able daemon might say in truth, 
‘‘My name is Legion; for we 
are many.”’—Many indeed are 


the evils, the calamities and the, 


abominations, that follow in the 
train of drunkenness. 

‘¢Who hath wo? Who hath 
sorrow ? Who hath contentions? 
Who hath wounds without cause? 


all idiots '— Drunkards. 
phtge natural idiot,and the mad- 
an that a become so_by the 
va of God, are objects not of ree 
proach, but of compassion. But 
the drinkard who is in fact an 
idiot or a madman for the time 
being, is so by his own | vOlanteey 
act; he wilfully quenches in him- 
self the lamp of reason, and with 
ers: suicidal hands destroys 
t noble faculty, which had dis- 
tinguished him from the beasts 
that perish. 





AN AN ats SWER TO T HIS IMP -ORTANT 
INQUIRY 3 


Bow am Tio know whether I have 
the Holy Spirit ? 


If you have the Holy Spirit ; 
¥, you have seen athe evil i 
2, you have repented of sin; 3, 
you have forsaken sins; 4, you 
hate sin; 5, a qwaich ‘and pray 


against sin; 6, you have receiv- 
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52 Enjoyment of God.—A § 


C1 


ed the £pr irit of love. Ifyou have 
the Spirit of God, you love Co: J 
Supremel) rs; you lovethe Father 


who gave “his Son to suffe 


die ; you u love the Son, the Lord 
c a 1, ‘ 
Jeune Christ, for what he hath 


done and suffered on your ac 
count. You love a//the sincere 
followers of Jesus Christ,” and 
confine not yo ur res irds to a 
party. You love the human race 
at large, 2s children of the same 
family, and you wish them to 
know the thin: 
their peace. 


v7 é y nf % ant ar aie 

(, You are ora iorbearing anc 
forri AP Pea en ™M sy « © ’S\? 
J reIViing ten nper 3 UO» you Pp ity and 


pray for sinners, who, through 
blindness and ion lorance, oppose 
at present their own eternal in- 
terest; 9, you are ofa thankful 
spirit; you thank God for mak- 
ing you to differ, by his grace, 
from many others; and 
praise him for every favor, bot 
of a temporal 
ture ; 10, you are zealous for the 
honor of God in the wo rid; ll, 
you desire to r<joicg in Christ Je- 
$is, and in all the duties oi Clifis- 
tianity; 12, you esteem the ap- 
plaute, the pleasure, and the 
wealth of the aghole wo rid, as no- 
thing, in comp: irison of the love 
and blessing of God, through 
gee Jesus. These are some of 
the signs of having the Holy 
Spirit it. (Re ead with car ‘e Gal. Vs 
especiaily towards the close.) See, 
my dear wade vs that the graces 
there mentioned by the apostle, in 
verse 292,. a 3 in you and a- 
bound; and you will prose er in 
the divine life, and walk in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghor: 


i 


o « 
and spit itula 


lenm Calculation. [FEB 
Edward the Sixth, being near his 
dissolution, and sen ible he had 
but a short time to 
death bed “called for hi 
steward, and delivered 
his purp ~ “* [ have 


S] 
3 
i 


LiMse oes 


seen five princes, and have been 
privy counsellor to four ; I have 
seen the most remarkable things 


in foreign parts, and been pres- 
ent at most state transactions for 
thirty years together, and I have 
learned this after so ma 1y years 
experience, that seriousness is the 
greatest wisdom, temperance the 
best physic, a good conscience the 
best estate; and were I to live 
again, I would change the court 
for a cloiste Tr, My privy counsel- 
lor’s business for an hermit’s re- 
tirement, and the whole hie I 
lived in the palace, for one hour’s 
enjoyment of God tn the chapei.” 
He conciuded with saving, ** All 
things else. do now forsake me 
besides myeGod, my duty, and 


e 
. 


my prayers 


A SOLZMN CALCULATIQN. 


«The aggregate populatio n on 
e surface of the known ha 

itable globe, is estimated # 
895,3 00,000 sou ls. If wereckon, 
with th ve ancients, that a genera- 
tion lasts ghirty years, then, in 
that space, $95,300,000 hpman 
beings will be born and die; con- 
sequently, $1,760 must be ei 


th 


ping mto eternity every day ; 
3,407 every hour 3 Or, ee 56 
every minute! How awful is the 


salgrticae: Ws 
t> 04 tine. ath 2 re —— 
INC2GECPT, 15 4 nottac most aré2 1. 


ful infatuation to tride with eter 
nal i, on Bond brink of deat 















































«A thomand wreched dying souls 
h ive te \ 
@ince the fast setting sun ?”’ 
WatrTs. 

Chou art yet in the number of 
he * living, w who know that they 
hy) lia ?? Q) ! x if b hy 
shall die. dh! may it be thy 
concern and mine, soto ‘“*num- 
ber our days, that we may apply 
our hearts to that wisdom,”’ which 
makes men ** wise unto salvation, 
through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus.”’ 


ee 


Religion wouid have no ene- 
mies, if itself were not an enemy 
to vice. 

(ear “ lains of 

Cicero complains of Homer, 
that “he taueht the gods to “tae 
like men;” but grace teaches 

‘naa 9 
men to live lixe gods. 


———? 
ANECDOT 
THR CELEBRATED VOLNEIY. 


The late Samuel Forrester 
Bancroit, Esq. accompanied Mr. 
Isaac Weld, jun. in his travels 
through North America, and the 
two Canadas, a very in teresting 
natrative of which 1s published. 
As they were traversing one of 
the extensive lakes of the norths 
ern states in a vessel, on board of 
which was Volney, celebrated, or 
rather notorious, tor hws atheisti- 
cal principles, which heshas so vt 
ten avowed, a very heavy stor 
came on, ingomtach that the ves- 
sel, which had struck a itedly 
with great force, was expected to 
ae) down every insta et 1e mast 
having gone es a beard, ~ 
helm quite ungovernable, and 


- 


celebrated Volney. $3 


consequently the whole scene ex. 
hibitine’ confusion and horror. 
There were many females, as 
well as male passengers we board, 
but no one exhibited | such strong 
marks cf fearful despair as Vol- 
ney, throwing himself on the 
deck, now imploring, now impre- 
cating the captain, and remind- 
ing him, that he had engaged to 
carry him safe to his destination, 
vainly threatening in case any 
thing should happen. At last, 
however, as the probability of 
their being lost increased, this 
reat mirror of nature, human 
or inhuman, began loading all 
the pockets of his coat, Waist 
coat, breeches, and every plac 
he could think of, with dollars to 
the amount of some hundreds; 
and thus, as he tho bis was pre 
paring to swim for his Jif ©, shigul id 
the expected wreck te > place. 
Mr. Bancroft remonstrated 
him on the folly of su ch acts 
saying, that he would sink like 


2 
= 
< 


piece of lead, with so great a 
weight on him; and at length, 
as be became fo very noisy and 
unsteady as to impede the man- 
agement of the ship, Mr. Ban- 
croit pushed him down the hatc! he 
ways. Volney soOn came up a- 
gain, having lightened himself of 
the sonntts and in the agony of 
his mind, threw himself upon the 
deck, gielaimi: ngs with uplifted 
hands and streaming eyes, “ 04 / 
mon Dieu, mon Dicu Ps gu’est-ce que 
je ferat, qurest-ce que “p sae +i 
“Oh! Aa God, my God ; what 
shall I do? What shall [ do 2”? 
This so surprised Bancroft, 
that, notwithstanding the mo- 
ment did not sia well ac- 

cord with flashes of humor, yet 

he could not refrain from ad. 
dressing him, ‘£4 bien! Mons. 
Polney, vows aves cone un Dicer a 
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present.” Well, Mr. Volney, 
what; you have a God now.” 
To which Volney replied, with 
the most trembling anxiety, 
“O04! oui! om!’ “O,yes! O 
yes !” The ship, however, got 
safe, and Mr. Bancroft made «v- 
ery company which he went into 
ane with this anecdote of Vol- 
ney’s acknowledgement of God. 

Valacy for a considerable time 


sionary Society. 








[Fer, 


was so hurt at his weakness, as he 
calls it, that he was ashamed of 
shewing himself in company at 
Philadelphia, &c. but afterwards, 
like a modern French philoso. 
pher, said, that those words es. 
caped him in the instant of alarm, 
but shad no meaning, and he a- 
gain utterly renounced them. 
Gos. Treas. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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REPORT OF 


onary 


THE great duty of dissemina- 
ting the gospel of Jesus Christ ‘a- 
mong the Heathen nations, ap- 
pearsto be better understood by 
serious Christians, than in former 
days. This Society owes its ex- 

istence, and its continuance, to @ 
sense of this duty ; actuated by 
which, their liberal contributions 
have enabled. the Directors. to 
contigue their exertions in the 
support of “Missions already es« 
tablished, and to send forth seve. 
al additional laborers into 
extensive field. The Directors 
to whom the Society intrusted 
the management of their concerns 
for the past year,*now present to 
them a summary account of their 
proceedings ; and although they 
have not the gratification of re- 
lating any very remarkable in- 
stances of success, they trust that 
their Report wil! be ‘fend: on 
the whole, s Satistactory and en- 

couraging; will shew that the 


lon ) Society, at their i 
M Sine, On Thursd ay 


THE DIRECTORS 


Sicteenth Genera! 
y May 1031510. 


grand work in which they are en- 
gaged i if in a prosperous and im- 
proving state ; will furnish an oc- 
casion of new thanksgivings to 
the God of all grace, and animate 
the Society to Persevere in the 
most vigorous exertions to diffuse 
the savour of tHe knowledge of 
Christ in every part of the w orld. 
The Directors will first report 
the progress of their faithful 
Missionaries in Africa, 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


BETHUELSDORP. 


» Dr. Va Kemp and his as<o- 
clates continu@ with wnremitiing 
assiduity their Benevolent labors 
at this ingtitution, ! 
of thé ‘native kraals which are 
within a convenient distance | 
admit of their occasional visit 


and the blessing of God accor: 


panies. their zealous exertions. 
From a summary acccurt be: 


and in severa! 


the 
outs 
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of the external and spiritual state 
of that Mission, we select the fol- 
lowing extracts:—‘“ The exter- 
nal state of Bethelsdorp puts on 
gradually a more promising ap- 
pearanee the people become 
more industrious. ‘The knitting- 
school flourishes, under the @irec- 
tion of Brother -Read’s wife. 
Formerly we had no corn of our 
own; but this year the Lord has 
shewn that it is in his power lite- 
rally to change avdesert into fer- 
tile ground, by affording, through- 
out the whole year, such an a- 
bundance of rain, that we have 
been enabled to sow wheat and 
barley sufficient for our provis- 
ion, Which is almost ripe, and 
promises a Sgpious harvest. The 
nimber of inhabitants also in- 
creases, sO that we have been o- 
blized to surround the squar 
which forms Bethelsdorp with a 
sccond, and that with a third 
square, which in all probability 
will soon be filled up. Our fields 
are covered with cattle, amount. 
ing to about LZoo heads, not m- 
cluding the sh€ep and the goats. 
There is such an abundance of 
milk and butter, that this last ar- 
ticle has been employed in man- 
ufacturing soap. Other necessa- 
ry articles, as cloathing, corn, and 
flour, are brought by the boors‘in 
waggous, as to. a market-place.” 
It is impossible to contemplate 
the short sketch here giyen of the 
outward state of things in this 
Missionary station, #ithout the 
most pleasing and grateful emo- 


tions. How remarkable is the 


contrast which it exhibits, to the 
rude and unproductive condition 
in which the Missionaries found 
ita few yearsazo! What arap- 
id advance towards divilization 
has Christianity ‘produced in so 
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whom, cailed 
e 


~~ 


short a space! How greatly has 
it promoted the comfort of life, 
and raised the human character 
from the lowest state of degrad- 
ation to some degree of social or- 
der and intellectual improvement! 
This will become more apparent, 
from the following extract re- 
lating to the spiritual state of the 
Mission :—*‘* As to the state of 
religion, we, haye so much more 
reason to praise and glorify the 
holy name of God, as spiritual 


blessings outweigh those of the 


world. The word of life is by 
no means lifeless among us: and 
although wé cannot well estimate 
the number of those Who we have 
reason to believe are favored with 
a saving knowledge of Christ, on 
account ef their concealing, in 
great part, the inward disposi- 
tion of their hearts; yet, from 
what we hear accidentally from 
others, we believe it to be con- 
siderabley There are, however, 
not afew in whom the work of 
converting grate is more evident 
to us. Among these we number 
two slaves, and a Hottentot, who 
frequently come over on the Sun- 
day to hear the word of God; 
and three Kaffree women, one of 
Leenije, was Te- 


markable for integrity of life, and 


not less for assiduity a = a fis vor 


in prayer. She’was take ill at 
a Far m in our neichbofheod, and 


“desired to see Brother Vander 


Kemp, who fetched her home in 
a waggon, and took her to his 
house. Here she ‘spent almost 
night and day in prayer, and 
close communion with Christ. 
One morning she sent for Broth- 
er Vander Kemp, requesting him 
to give her love to all the people 
of God, and to be laid in the open 
air: which being done, she said 
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i 3 WN VOW I wil l go to my God . 
and whilst Broth er Vander K em ps 
who expected that tne disease 
PET i * ae — 
would be HTC! ing, places a mat 
round about her to screen her 
from the rays.of the sw l, he ob- 
? . if 
served that she turned herself on 
. 7 rd ? | 
her side, and inclining her ! 
upon her arm, as if goinye to 
‘ - ‘ - o 
Sieep; bul icoxing more, atten- 


tively at her, was surprised to 


2 
find that her last enemy was de- 
sae before any asymptom of 


conflict could be observed. She 
walked with God, and was not; 
for God took her.” 

Dr. Vander Kemp and his col- 
leagues express a strong persua- 
sion that the institution of amor- 
phan-house at Bethelsdorp would 

e productive of the most bene- 
ficial effects; and he has made 
application to the government at 
the Cape for their sanction and 
assistance ; but has not yet re- 
ceived any reply. As it appears 
to us an object of great impor- 
tance, we think it proper to give 
the following extract from Dr. 
Vander Kemp’ s letter on the sub- 


ject :——“ There is, I beliewé, no 


place where an orphan-honse is 

more necessary than at Bethels« 

dorp. In other places, it Serves 
; I , 

only for the education oO 

and children abandoned by thei 

parents ; but at Bethelsdorp, ai id 


3 


in general among the Hoste LOLS, 


the education of children is.s@ 
shameiully neglected, that we 
fear the rising generation, which 
is numerous, will become .bur- 
densome and even dangerous go 
the colony, unless some effica- 
cious means be adopted, by which 
children, belonging to the insti-* 
tution, may 


, from’ their infancy, 
2 ae odin’ nila! i to’ an industrious 
ray ° . 

l’o this end, 


Lendon « i2eoued; 


Ss ~I> 
bats sMCLCT? : ii # 
* 0 144 x > - 3¢# > “ay sn % 
aa! “He Seeins f ts ry? ihe CORK. 


oe than a 
¥ hich not Oniy Orphans, bot 
nose caducation nay be 


neglected by their parents, may 


be constrained to laber for their 
subsistence. The fund for the 
support of this, may perhaps, in 
part, be raised by benevolent sub. 
scribers in England, « und im part 
also by the product of the labors 
of the children themselves, who 
may be employed in manufac. 
turing soap, mats, straw hats, 
baskets, leathe CAPS, and fishiz ne 
hes; in taylors’ » shoem: akers 
carpenters » or gmiths’ work. A 
mang. school, and one fer nee. 
dle-work, will be | necessary, 
Brother Ullbricht is@eady to in- 
troduce weaving. @omegnay be 
employed in collecting socetorine 
aloes, which Bethelsdorp produ- 
ces in large quantities; but the 
introduction of these . employ- 
ments willbe gradual and slow, 
and reg@iv@an almost Herculean 
labor?” im 

We wait with anxiety to ag 
the resuit of the app heation to 
Lord Caledon on this sub ei. 
which appears to us to “eh sO 
direct and auspicious an aspect on 
the interests cf this Missionary 
Society, as to be fully entitled to 
encouragement and support both 
from this Institution and the 1e- 
livious public. 

The design which Dr-"Vander 
Kemp expressed of attempting a 
Mission in tWe island of Madie 3 
Car, Or among the nation of the 
Tambookees, "anid which he still 
entertains, has not, however, been 
put ia execution, Lord Caledon 
not having yet given his answer 


to the representation which has 
been submitted to him on this 
subject. In the anticipation, 
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howe’ 1, of this event, the Direc- 
tors have replenished that station 
by the accession of two Missiona- 
ries, (Mr. Wimmer and Mr. Pa- 
calt,) whose conduct whilst on 
board the ship in which they pre- 
ceeded, and also since their arri- 
val at Cape Town, has afforded 
the Directors peculiar satistac- 
tion, and justifies the expectation 
and hope of their future useful- 
ness. | 
It appears that Dr. Varider 
Kemp has suffered som€ indispo- 
sition, and has had a slight fit of 
the apoplexy, whiclfhe considers 


as an intimation that his contin- - 


uance may be long. He ton- 
cludes one of his letiers with the 
following @xpressions of resigna- 
tion and @hankfulness :—* The 
path by which God is pleased to 
lead me, is not smooth.and uni- 
form; but I have the more rea- 
son to bless his holy name, for 
healing the wounds which I now 
and then receive itt TY from 
its thorns. He contin# 
ort me in the troubles to which 
my by the n@turé of my work, 
exposed ; and [ have more than 
once experienced, that He who 
slept in a storm can give rest to 
my sow!, though all around me is 
agitation and alarm.’ 






ORANGE RIVER. 


The accounts from this station 
continue to be satisfactory. Mr. 
Anderson, and Mr. ganz, exert 
themselves with commendable 
diligence, in preaching the gos- 
pel ;in the instruction uf’ the a- 
dults, and especially the children, 
in reading ; in promoting indus 
try, and particularly in cultivat- 
ing of the earth, and to which 
they urge and encourage the na- 


tives by their own laudable ex- 
H 
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ample. Mrs. Anderson also ap- 
plies herself to the instruction of 
the females in those branches 
of education which are peculiar- 
ly adapted to them ; and indeed 
there appears to be @ judicious 
and constant attention to afl the 
means which have a tendency to 
accomplish the ends in view— 
the ¢onversion of the Heathen, 
their improvement in religious 
mpowleding and in those habits 
éf industr¥ which serve to rescue 
them from the vices connected 
with the manners and pursuits of 
uncivilized life. By these meas- 
ures, they are laying the founda- 
tion of a system of social order, 
both*of a spiritual and civil na- 
ture : and the divine blessing ap- 
peart to sanction their labors, 
he congregation consists of a- 
bout 800 persons, who reside at 
er near the Missionary station 
during the whele or the greatest 
part of the year; as the practice 
introduced by the Missionaries of 
cultivating the earth for their 
subsistence, is gradually superce- 
ding their former habits of hunt- 
ing, to supply the wants of nas 
turé : and thus they are constante 
ty enjoying the beneficial supers 
intendence of tHéir instructors, 
Besides their stated congregation, 
they are surrounded by numes 
rous hordes of Corannas and Bos- 
emen, who occasionally recieve 


Mhstruction from them. But these 


faithful servants of our Lord are 
much entitled both to ‘ur sym- 
pathy and prayers. They are 
exposed to various alarms and 
dangers, the greatest- part of 
which seems to arise out of the 
quarrels and wars of the rebel 
Caffres with the Bricquas and 
other tribes; and although their 
discreet conduct has impressc 
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on the minds of these savages a 
considerable degree of reverence 
and respect, and a conviction 
that they are not enemies, but 
men. of peace, and therefore they 
have been hitherto preserved 
from injury, yet the reports of 
an intended attack on their set- 
tlement became so frequent and 
alarming, that it was deemed ex 
pedient that Mr. Anderson and 
his family should. visit the Cape 
‘Town, in order to seek advice 
and protection from the govern- 
ment. Their departure was 
marked by expressions of the ut- 
most affection on fhe part of the 
cong regation, who considered the 
plundering. and destruction of 
their .habitations, and their per- 
sonal danger, as evils far inferior 
to that of losing the instryction 
and ayersight of their teachers. 
Previously to this event the 
Missionaries had been visited at 
their station by Dr. Cowan and 
Mr. Donavan, of the 83d regi- 
‘Ment, who had been sent by the 
government toexplore the inte- 
rior of Africa as far as ,.Mozam- 
bique) These gentlemen receiv- 
ed every accommodation and as- 
sistance from our Brethren, with 
whom they remained about a 
week, and by whom they were 
furnished with guides into the in- 
terior, Ontheir return to the 
Cape, the report which they made 
+o his excellency the governor 
respecting the conduct of the 
Missioners, and the result of their 


labours among the Heathen, pro- 


duced on his mind a very favour- 
able impression ; and. according- 
ly his excellency received Mr. 
Anderson with the most obliging 
attention, and assured him not 
only of his approbation, but of 
his disposition to protect and as- 
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sist the cause in which he was 
engaged, He has accordingly’ 
ordered a supply of such articles 
as were thought most necessary 
and usefulfor the station. His 
excellency has also authorized 
the Missionaries there to teach 
the children to write, which be. 
fore was prohibited ; and we hope 
that this privilege will be extend. 
edtothe other stations. Indeed 
it may be justly affirmed, that 
the cause of .religion, both at 
Cape Town and among the Hea- 
then, is promoted and encouraged 
by his excellency in the most ex. 
plicit and efficacious manner. 

ke school-house, which on 
Sunday is generally full, contains 
about 265 persons; on other 
days about 80 or 90 attend. In 
the Kioof, which 24 miles Gis- 
tant, there is a day-school, in 
which about 40 attend. ‘This 
school is, in the absence of the 
Missionanigs, conducted by one 
of theg natives who can read. 
Twenty-gix adults, and forty-six 
children, have been baptized ; 
and when Mr. Anderson left 
Kiaar Water, .five more adults 
had been proposed for baptism. 
The Lord’s supper is administer- 
ed four times a year. 


GREAT NAMAQUAS. 


This station is under the se- 
perintendence of the two Breth- 
ren, Christian and Abraham Al- 
brecht, and #8 #itwation @ the 
most remote ofany of the Mis- 
siowary settlements from Cape 
Town. It hassekdom been vis- 
ited by Europeans. The condi- 
tion of the natives, before they 
were visited by tit Missionaries, 
was altogether barbarous and 
rude; but within twe or three 
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years, the good providence of 
God has caused some rays of 
evangelical light to penetrate in- 
to these regions of moral dark. 
ness: and in a country where Sa- 
tan has for so many ages main. 
tained an undisturbed dominion, 
there is now laid the foundations 
of that throne whichis destined 
finally to subvert his usurped 
empire. ‘The word of reconcil- 
jation is preached, and has ‘be- 
come powerful in tHe conscitaces 
of several who have heard.it. 

“ As to our work,” they say, 
in a letter dated August 24, 
1808, ** we can affirm, ithrot 
the mercy of God, that we la- 
bour not in vain. Itis true, we 
often wish *to see still greater 
things ; but we are most deeply 
convinced that a power far great- 
er than human must enlighten the 
understandings, and convert the 
hearts, of the poor benighted Hea- 
then ; yet you will pepeeive, from 
our journal, that there ar@ seve- 
ral in our congregation who tru- 
ly seek the galvation of their: 
souls ; for sadiidice. two hatsard 
Hottentots, Gerhardus and Jo- 
hannes Engelbricht, who have 
been babtized, and whom we can 
with satisfaction admit to the 
Lord’s table. From among the 
Great Namaqua nation there are 
three, who not only seriously me- 
ditate on the word of God, buts 
seem in good earnest about their 
salvation. Imthe same state of 
mind are several women belong- 
ing to our people. ‘There are 
others, who sayg with King A- 
grippa, * Almost thou persuadest¢ 


‘me to be a Christian.’ ”’ 


A letter from Mr. C. Albrecht, 
dated October 29, 1808, contains 
an mteresting account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Brethren in this 








London Missionary Soctety. 5S. 


remote district; but as it is too 
long to forma part of the Re- 
port, it will appear’im the A\p- 
pendix. 

(he Directors are taking 
measures to comply with the ear- 
nest request of the Missionaries 
for additional assistance; and 
they have the satisfaction to men- 
tion’that Miss Burgman, a Dutch 
lady, is now om her way to thag 
gtation, where on her arrival, she 
will be united with Mr. C. Al- 
brecht, and join her sister-in-law 
in her pious labours among the 
female Namaquas. The exem- 
plary devotedness and eminent 
qualifications of this lady, en- 
courage the hope that she will 
become a distinguished ‘instru- 
ment in promoting the imterests 
of Christianity and of civilization 
in this distant and almost* un- 
known region. The diréctors 
are obliged, by the necessary lim- 
its of a Report, to omit a variety 
of interesting Occurrences con- 
tained in their journal; but they 
may be found inthe XXIst Num- 
bér of the Missionary Transac¢- 
tions, lately published. 


LITTLE WAMAQUA LAND. 
Mr. J. Svdenfaden has the 


charge of this Missionary station. 
He was originally associated with 
the Brethren Albrecht in the 
preceding Mission, and superin- 
tended a branch of ig which was 
situated at‘a distance from Klaar 
Wacer, about two days’ journey 3 
bur, in consequence of the diff—i- 
culty of procuring subsistence for 
himself and mimercus followers, 
for want of meadows and water, 
and after sufiering many privae 
tions and hardships which he en- 
dured with the canstancy and pa- 
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tience becoming a Christian Mis- 
sionary, he obtained permission 
from Lord Caledon to establish 
his institution on the Camisburg, 
in Littie Namaqua Land. Ina 
letter written by him from Cape 
"Town, he mentions that the num. 
ber of his followers was from 4 
to 500, among whom he had rea- 
son to hope that some served the 
Lord in spirit and in truth; al- 
though may others worshipped 
formally, which occasioned him 
much sorrow of heart, and con- 
strained him to pray fervently for 
that meekness, patience, and wis- 
dom, by which he might conduct 
himeelf as became a true ser¥ant 
of Christ. There were 34 amo 
his congregation who were able 
to read the Scriptures ; and oth- 
ers who were learning to spell 
were also anxious to learn to read. 
A young man, named Lucas 
Kemmedo, of good disposition 
and abilities, he has made’ school. 
yaster ; and two others, of about 
4) years each, he. has appointed 
to be clerks, for the purpose of 
reading the Scriptures every 
morning and evening, enga8'ng 
in prayer, aud singing of hymns, 
during his absenee ; and he has 
had the satisfaction to hear that 
things are going on very well, 
that religion and tuition are ina 
forward state;— and he adds, “ [ 
pray God that, on my return, J 
mity find every thing in such or- 
der as to bé able to. minister to 
many the sacrament, and to erect 
a small community to my Lord. 
During his stay at the Cape, he 
was married to Miss Maria Schon- 
kin, who is sister to the wife of 
Ivir. Anderson, and who appears 
to be actuated by a truly devoted 
spirit, and prepared to endure the 
Wivations, as well as chare in the 


we 
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labors, of a Missionary among 
the uncivilized Heathen. 

On the whole, we feel abun. 
dant cauce for satisfaction and 
rior oe in the African Miss- 
ions; and trust that when they 
are strength erfed, as we trust they 
will be, by additional laborers, 
the Society will have the pleasure 
of finding that the kingdom cf 
Christin that little-known and 
neglected part of the world will 
be widely extended. 


(To be continued.) 
om 
INDIA. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rew, 
Dr. Carey, to the Rev. Dr. Ro- 
gers, of Philadelphia, dated Nov. 
10, 1809. 


My Dear Brother, 
‘‘ The state of religion in this 


country is such asto give increas. 


ing hopthat it will finally pre. 
vail, and supplant that filthy idol- 
atry which has sofeng blacken- 
ed this part of the world. 

When we first began to preach 
in Calcutta, we had to pay the 
expense of house-rent, 96 rupees 
per month, for a year or two, and 
after that for another year or 
two, 64 rupees per month, At 
first we had from three to ten 
hearers, and for three years after 
we begun, we thought twenty 
persons a Jarge congregation, 
‘The Lord has now graciously en- 
abled us to erect a very yood 
place of worship. Our present 
congregation is often more than 
en hundred and fifty Persons ; 
besi’es other congregations a- 

mong the natives in different 
parts’ of the town, for, besid€s 


‘ 
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gurselves, our brethren Krishno, 
{a Hindoo minister) and John 
Peter, (an Arminian) preach at 
the house of several persons in 
town, inthe Bengalee language. 

The. work of God in Calcutta 
has been principally among that 
class of people which has arisen 
from the illicit connection of the 
Europeans with native women 
2 circumstance which affords me 
much encouragement, because 
these persons from a connecting 
link between the Europeans and 
the natives, and we have feason 
to hope that some of them may 
be blessed with ministerial gilts 5 : 
in which case they would be im- 
mediately fitted to preach among 
the Hindoos,. by their intimate 
knowledge of the country lan- 
guages. There are now Six or 
seven persons under hopejul con- 
victions. 

At Serampore there has been 
no great addition, yet the Lord 
has not left himself withept wit- 
ness ; some few have be@# bap- 
tised and added to the church, 

nd some back#liders restored.” 


To the Rev. Dr. Staughtomhe writes, 


“ That there had been nope- 
riod, since the Mission began, 
more encouraging. ‘hat within 
the last 26 years, there had been 


an increase of 31 ministers in [n-’ 


dia, including the 2 at Ragoon; 
those who had died or had re- 
turned to Europe were not reck- 


oned. Of the above 31, 5 are of 


the Episcopal Church, 17 are 
Baptists, including the 3 Hindoo 
preachers, 1 is a Presbyterian, 6 
are Independents, and 2 are Lu- 
therans. Besides this mumber 
there are 4 ministers in India, 
who were there previous to the 
Revove date of 16 years. ‘l'here 





are also 3 Missionaries in Ceylon, 
and 1 in China—making the 
whole number 39. ‘There were 
in November 6 Baptist Churches, 
viz. 1 at Serampore and Calcutta, 
1 at Jessore, 1 at Cutwa, 1] at 
Goamalti, 1 at Dinagepore, and 
1 at Kagoon.”’ 


Baptist Miss. Mag. 
a 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. 
Morrtson,a Missionary in China, 
to Rev. D:. Staughton of Philp 
adelphia. 

Macao, Oct. 12:h, 1809- 

Reverend and dear brother ! 


The gods of the Chinese, re- . 


specting which, as you rengark, 
the information possessed by the 
Christian world is very partial, 
are, asin every other heathen 
country, the creatures of imagi- 
nation, or of excessive ard blind 


veneration for eminent men. 


They have their Jupiter, or 
Thunderer ; their Neptune and 
Mars*: they haW¥e country and 


household gods. Spirits preside’ 


over the door; the four inner 
corners of the house ; and its 
centre. Another takes his place 
in the kitchen, and frecef'ves ac- 
cordingly his mite of worship. 


Spirits preside over the hillges . 


over the valleys; and over the 
rivers. Tire, and fragrant wood 


as incense, form a part of every 


offering. The god cf riches is 
erected, and most devoutly wor- 
shipped by every shopman. I 
have a work which: enters into 
the history of a great number of 
the gods ; but which has not yet 
been the subject of my atten- 
tion. For the Chinese seldom 
talk seriously about them, but 
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appeat themselves to hold the 
subject in contempt: and, more- 
over, it is not trom such books 
that the language is to be learn- 
ed ; but from the works of their 
celebrated philosopher, Aung.fe- 
tst [Confucius.] His books are 
revarded as pertect ; as contain- 
ing the sum of all wisdom ; and 
are constantly quoted in all good 
compositions. To these [I have 
chiefly directed my attention. 
Their erroneous idea of the per- 
fection of these books will appear 
manifest, when I inform you that 
they will satisfy their minds in 
rejecting a new truth proposed 
to them, by saying, ‘ Kung fu- 
#si has said nothing about it:” 
and therefore it is untrue, or un- 
important. | 
Pas. 


Lxtract of a letter from the Reo. 
W. Lee, in the Rev. J. J. Jane- 
way, Philadelphia, dated Viza- 


gapatam, January 6, 1810. 


“ Very Dear Brother in Christ, * 


It is not easy for you, my dear 
fir, toform a judzment of the 
miserable condition of the natives 
around, were you here with us, 

ae 
you would feel for them, perhaps, 
more than you possibly can, at 


such a distance; aS your pity at. 


home, can only be moved, by 
what you hear and not by what 
you see. Here are idols, and 
tempies a!l around us and thou- 
sands, yea tens of thousands, ang 
daily sacrificing to devils. The 
very same objections, which 
hare heard oifered against the 
gospel in Europe and America, 
are common amongst thts people. 


It you tell them the impropricyy 


of lying and cheating, &c. which 
practices form a pari of their res 
ligion, they will tell you in re. 
ply. thatit is the custom of the 
country, “that they are not ac. 
countable for any of their ey] 
actions, as God is the author of 
every thing, both good and bad, 
and if evil displeased Him he 
would prevent 1#t.”” Talk to them, 
about the vanity of their idols; 
their inability to afford them any 
relief, their number and different 
kinds, they will try to persuade 
you, that the God they worship, 
is-all one with ours ; that, as there 
are many rays in the sun, and 
all emanations from the same, so 
the numberless idols, which they 
worship, form but one God, and 
are SO many emanations from 
him. They are however a very 
timid and submissive people, 
though so deceitful, that itis dif. 
ficult to form a judgment re- 
specting them, as they will fre- 
quently make pretensions to re. 
ligion, from sinister motives, 
This renders it necessary, to wait 
a considerable time, before a can- 
didate can be admitted to bap- 
tism, daustruetor. 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. Aas 
drew Fuller, of Kettering, Eng- 
lend, to Robert Ralston, Esq. 
Philadelphia. 


The last letters from India are 
encouraging. Kestrictions have 
mestly subsided— There are now 
ten Missionary stations ; viz. Eoo- 
tan, Robinson ; Dinagep: re. Fer- 
nandes; Saddamaki. William Ca- 
rey ; Goamaltv, Mardon; Cut- 
wa, Chamberlain ; Jessore, Cha- 
ter, Chator; Sarampore, Carey 
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and Co. Calcutta, do. Rangoon, 
Chater and F. Carey. A new 
chapel of seventy feet square was 
opened at Calcutta, on the Ist of 
January 1809. @A considerable 
impression 1s made in that city a- 
mong the Portuguese Catholics, 
and the Armenians. Most of 
the additions to the Serampore 
church, have of late been from 
thence.’ [hey say, ‘* The con. 
troversy about missions creates 
no alarm here. We hear no« 
thing of it, only by seeing the 
pamphlets. The Sanscrit New 
Testament is out, and the gover- 
nor general received a copy very 
graciously.” [he missionaries 
occupy the parish church at Ser- 
ampore, (though they decline all 
remuneration for their services, ) 
at the request of the principal in- 
habitants, and with the concur- 
rence of the governor general. 
They have had many deaths a- 
mong their christian people, very 
happy ones. Amidst their en- 
couragemenits which furnish mat- 
ter for praise, they have many 
painful occurrences, cares and at- 
flic:ions which furnish matter 
for prayer. Such things must 
be expected. Grace and peace 
be with you. Lhid. 


== 


UNITED STATES. 
Extract of a letter from the Paaters of 


the several Congregatione in Alexan- 
dria, to the President of the Bible 
Society of Philadelphia, dated Octe- 
ber 16th 1810. 


Sir, 

We the Pastors of the Episcopal, 
Presbyterian and Me'hodist congrega- 
tions, send you the sum of five hun- 
dred and forty six dotlars and thirty 


one cents for the use of the Bible Se- 
ie ) 


This money came, in a singular man- 
ner intoouwr hands. We were visited 
by a Mr. P B , under the ase 
samed character of missionary, fronyw 
a society, said by him to be establish- 
ed at St. Louis, in Upper Louisiana, 
for the purpose of ameliorating the 
condition cf the savage tribes ; the 
vouchers which he had artfully diawn 
up, had hitherta furthered his views. 
Having nearly completed his collece 
tions here, he was detected as an ime 
postor, and wen: off, leaving behind 
him most of the money which he had 
colfected, here and at other places in 
his progress through Virginia. His 
real name is P—B —, Let- 
tera of enquiry have been forwarded 
toSt. Louis, the answers to which 








affirm, that no such society exists. 


there, nor the name of P. B 
B 





or 
known. On 2a consulta. 








tion of a conimittee of the differene.. 


Congregations in this town, relative 
to the appropriation of the money, it 
was unanimously agreed, that i should 
be transmitted by usto the Bible So- 


ciety in Philadelphia, directing the 


Society to disperse the Bibles, whic 
the above sum may procure, - among 
the frontier settlements. 

dbidy 


—ss 
REVIVAL IN PITTSFORD. 


A fourth revival of religion is now 
taking place, through the wonderful 
mercy of God, and making astonich- 


ing progress, in the congregational ’ 


society of Pittsford, an account of 
which, with the three preceeding 
ones, may beexpected by divine pers 
fiiission, to be published in the third 
Volume of the Adviser. 


= 


REVIVAL IN MADRID, ¥. f. 


We learn by a person from Mad- 
rid, N, Y. thar a revival of religion 
prevails in that place. : 

‘* Tpe wildergegs and the solitary 

’ 

























Ne BLE INE 
rn ea 


onan 


seat 
= 







oy 
Y gala etptivan 


ea tit ene emma ae 


PO sey ah In Sih re el No vee Site tray 
ae don eee an - = 





































6% @rdinations.—-Yo 
place shall be glad for them ; and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. Is. xxxv. l. 








ORDINATIONS. 


As many of our readers will un- 
doubtediy be gratified in seeing the 
particulars of Mr. Truair’s ordination 
deposited in the archives of the Ad- 
viser, we here insert them. 


At the ordination ofthe Rev. Joun 
Trvair, at Cambridge, Nov. 21, 
1810, the introductory prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. Asaph Morgan of Es- 
sex; the sermon was preached y the 
Rev. Holland Weeks of Pittsford,from 
Micah iii, 10, T1 
on with blood, and Ferusalem withsin- 
iguity. The heads thereof judge for 
reward, and the priests thereof teach 
Jor bire, and the prophets thereof di- 
vine for money ; yet willthey lean up- 
onthe Lord, and say, Is not the Lord 
among us ? none evil can come upon us, 
The consecrating prayer was made by 
the Rev. Benjamin Wooster of Fair- 
field ; the charge by the Rev. Simeon 
Parmelee of Westford ; the right hand 
of fellowship. wa® presented by the 
Rev. John Denison of Jericho; the 





2 hey build UttZin 





Correspondenis. Ei ry; 
concluding prayer by the Rev. Josiah 
Hopkins of New Haven. The sac. 
red music was excellent; the audi. 
ence was respectable, their attention 
solemn, andthe whole scene imprcs. 
sive. ; 


October 24th, 1810, the Rev. Ty. 
THER SHELDON was Ordained over 
the church and congregation at Eas. 
ton, Mass. Introductory prayer by 
the Revi Zedekiah "Sanger, D. D, of 
Bridgewater ; the sermon by the Rey, 
Holiand Weeks. of Pittsford, Vr. 
from Acts xvii. 21. Him declire 7 
unto you ; consecrating prayer by the 
Rev. Samuel Niles of Abington; tie 
charge By the Rev. Simeon Wiijliams 
of Weymouth; the right. hand of 

- feliiwehip by the Rev. Asa Meach of 
Bridgwater 5 concluding prayer by 
the Rev. Pitt Clark of Norton, 


Ordained on the 22d Aug. 1810, 
Rev, NATHANIEL G. Hunrinc. 
Ton, overthe Church anc Congrega. 
tion of Bethany Parish, Woodbridge, 
Con. 


On Wednesday the 12:h of Sept, 
last, Rey. James J. OstRvu™ was or- * 
dained @Ver the unired Congregations 
of Marlboro’ and New Pal:z, N. Y. 
Thirteen ministers were added to this 
Presbytery in five years. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS-~ 


« AroveTre” will havea aes in the poetical departmient of our 


next number. 
“© N” is received, 


» 


We have long confidently expected to hear from *Sraves.” 





















































s+ Ouffreaders have probably noticed that we have always give eredit for 
al] matter, save anecdotes and scraps, which was not erighhal, *A®a¥ticles of 
intelligence are often published in several periodical worksg it appears super- 
fluous to designate the one, from gghich the extract is made. In future, unless 
some purpose isto be answered, we sha‘l not consider ourselves responsible to 
give credit for what appears under the heads ‘* Miscellany” and “ Religious 


Intelligence ”” What istinserted under ‘ Religious Communications” is al- 
ways original, What appears under ** Biography,” «* Review?’ and ‘ Poet- 
ry,’ will be always original unless credit is given. 


